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This study aims to get ethnographical data of Islanders’ practice of
marine resource management in the Wewak Island of the northwestern part of Papua New Guinea. Many
islanders are interested in the changes in their marine environment, and decrease of fishery
resources concerned by introduction of modern fishing methods affecting their local subsistence. The

islanders expect to be given knowledge from academic analysis on this issues.

As a result, the following three points were clarified. The islanders’ belief that "Coral
reefs has the history of their everyday lives” and scientists’ knowledge of environmental changes
create the new local knowledge consisted of traditional and modern practices. The fact that
traditional resource management based on the chiefdom system and modern resource management by
community system have coexisted was confirmed. After the discussion with our scientists, the
islanders agreed to form the network for their marine resource conservation.
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