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A Study on Maritime Boundary Delimitation using Geographic Information Systems

Nishimoto, Kentaro
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This study analyzed the methods adopted by international courts and
tribunals in maritime delimitation cases to adjust the factors that have an "excessive" impact on
the final boundary. The study also addressed maritime boundary agreements, focusing on the
delimitation of continental shelves beyond 200 nautical miles. It was found that, while the method
applied to the delimitation of a single marine boundary within 200 nautical miles has been followed
in the jurisprudence of international courts and tribunals, a flexible solution relying on other
geographical factors, such as the characteristics of the seafloor as a reflection of natural
extension and the area of the relevant maritime area. In addition, this study also addressed issues
concerning Japan®s establishment of the continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles and examined the

theoretical possibilities of Japan claiming archipelagic waters.
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