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We designed a new game called the Intergenerational Sustainability Dilemma
Game (ISDG), and conducted experiments using an imaginary future person (IFP) and not using the
person. We found that groups with IFPs chose more sustainable alternative than groups without IFPs
did. That is, we observed that introducing IFP in decision making activated “ futurability” : An
individual exhibits futurability when (s)he experiences an increase in happiness as a result of
deciding and acting to forego current benefits as long as it enriches future generations.
In the Domeny voting that allows children’ s voting, some of the people who voted for a policy that
helps future generations in a usual voting system changed their minds so that they voted for a
policy for current generation.
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