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Elucidating the Phenomena of Welfare Bashing: An Empirical Study with Policy
Prescriptions.
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This study aims to elucidate the phenomenon of welfare bashing and examine
policies aimed at overcoming it. We thus conducted two surveys measuring the public’ s understanding
of the welfare system. Our first survey was conducted over the internet; its target population was

the general public. We found that most respondents were concerned about illegal recipients and

spending benefits on gambling; only a small number of respondents were concerned about the adequacy

of welfare payments and the strengthening of obligation of support. The second survey was targeted
at university students who are learning about the welfare system. We found that after taking classes
on the welfare system, in comparison to before they took the class, students were less likely to

call for a more stringent welfare system.
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