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Adults® use of infant-directed special vocabulary and its relation to children®s
language development
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Japanese adults use ikujigo, infant-directed special vocabulary, only when
they talk to infants. In ikujigo, onomatopoetic words (e.g., wanwan ‘ bowwow’ for inu ‘ dog ) or
reduplications (e.g., kuQku for kutsu ‘ shoe’ ) are frequently used instead of regular adult forms.

We conducted a cross-sectional and two longitudinal studies to investigate whether mothers

fine-tune the use of ikujigo according to their children"s development, as well as whether their use
of ikujigo contributes to children®s word learning. The results showed that mothers increase the
number of ikujigo they use after their children®s first birthday and decrease it by their children’s
second birthday. Additionally, not mean but range of the number of ikujigo a mother used across the
child®s development positively correlated with the child"s vocabulary at 24 months, suggesting that
not ikujigo-use per se but mothers’ sensitivity to their children’ s developmental level may
foster children’ s word learning.
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