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An Effort to Study PTAs Utililizing an Interdisciplinary Approach: From the
Perspectives of the History, the Culture , and the Parties Involved
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We sought an interdisciplinary understanding of the PTA, an organization
evoking recent vigorous discussions, from the perspectives of educational psychology, law, and
history.

Our figld work took place in Okinawa, as we studied six school PTAs. Each school’ s circumstances
differed in a variety of locales (e.g. main island or remote island, and urban or rural area) and
by history (long-established or new). We analyzed the psychology and activity of the participants in
the six school PTAs as well as histories obtained in their communities. We created a theoretical
framework to understand PTA as part of a system established in historical and cultural context of
each’ s local community. Similarly, we analyzed lawsuits resulting from participation in the PTAs;
reviewed legal and social positions of the PTAs from the viewpoint of academic history; and
conducted historical research on the PTA in Ishikawa Prefecture from relevant historical documents.
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