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Fostering information-aware retrieval skills through search learning and basic
research

Ohtsu, Kayoko
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The purpose of the present study is to develop an effective educational
method for information retrieval using search engines. In the experiments, two teaching presentation
methods were compared. In the first method, all instructions were presented in one batch (batch
condition) before the participants starting browsing tasks, while in the other, the same
instructions were presented sequentially (sequential condition) during the tasks before opening and
closing each site. The results show that participants in the sequential condition spent more time
examining the search results and were more correctly able to predict site attributes than those in
the batch condition. In conclusion, these results indicate that the learning content is more
effectively acquired under the sequential condition than under the batch condition. In addition, we
developed an experimental application production system that enables the creation of a learning
program.
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