2016 2019
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From the viewpoint of educational anthropology, this research investigated
issues which local school children in multilingual societies face in public education, in which the
unipolar concentration of English is accepted as a well-established norm especially in developing
countries. The questionnaire survey on * language awareness’ 1is developed and conducted. The term
* semilingualism’ is defined as a linguistic competence that is not fully developed to support
conceptual thinking, and the semilingual phenomena are shown to occur behind the
bilingual/multilingual competence. EFL (English as a lingua franca) and ENL (English as a natural
language) are linguistically and functionally distinguished, and the mother-tongue language is
Justified as a most accessible language for conceptual thinking. Language divide is defined at the
internal and externals levels, and a foundation is laid out for dissemination of the semilingual
phenomena and language-divide with respect to English.
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