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Functions of antisense RNAs associated with cathepsins in the gonadal follicles
of the protochordate, Ciona intestinalis

Sakai, Tsubasa
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In RNA-seq analysis using sense RNA probe beads, we identified antisense
(as)RNA showing a sequence complementary to the mRNA of Ci-ctsb, d, h and 1 from early stage
follicles of the ascidian, Ciona intestinalis. We found 78 and 51-amino acid residue peptides
predicted to be encoded in the asRNA of Ci-ctsb and h. The Immunostaining with specific antibodies
showed that the translation products are expressed in test cells of the follicles of vitellogenic
stage.
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