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The molecular phylogenetic analyses revealed that certain pants taxa
occurring at moist environments in the central Ryukyus (Amami and Okinawa Island Groups), such as
Tashiroea okinawensis and Deutzia naseana var. naseana, had the most closely related taxa in China.
These plants taxa unable to cross over sea because of lacking ability of long seed dispersal, and
thus, route with moist environment on land is necessary for explain establishment of the disjunctive

distribution patterns such as the Old Yangtze River. Therefore, it is concluded that a hypothesis
of “ the Old Yangtze River has been a major migration route for terrestrial plants from China
Continental to the central Ryukyus” had high possibility.
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