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Investigation of methylmercury content in fish for the comparison between
habitat sea area and depth and the risk assessment in fish dietary intake
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In this study, we investigated the total mercury gT—Hg) and methylmercury
(MeHg) concentrations in red snow crabs (Chionoecetes japonicus) caught off the coast of Japan. The
mean ratio of MeHg to T-Hg was 0.88. According to our data, the intake of MeHg from eating red snow
crab was estimated to be lower than 0.013 mg/week, which was less than one-sixth of the tolerable
MeHg intake (0.08 mg/week). It indicated that no adverse effect on health immediately. To verify the
use of red snow crab as an indicator of MeHg contamination, further studies are required to unify

and expand the sample properties of size, number, and catch area.
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