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Metastatic dormancy

Dissection of molecular mechanisms of the metastatic niche dormancy and
application to the ant-metastatic therapy
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Our previous findings demonstrated that CAFs promote tumor malignancy of
nearby carcinoma cells. We here aimed to determine whether CAFs also regulate the niche for
metastatic dormancy to boost metastasis. To do so, we checked roles of CAFs on metastatic ability of

tumor organoids generated from human colon carcinomas. We found that CAFs boost tumor metastasis of
colon tumor organoids in the liver and lungs significantly more than did control fibroblasts did,
when orthotopically injected into immunodeficient mice. These findings indicate that CAFs may play
roles for niches to activate metastatic dormancy, however, more clear evidences await future study.
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