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The concept of maternal and child health in child care magazines under total
war: Focusing on Aiiku and the Aiiku newspaper

MANABE, Chie

2,000,000

(1934 3 )

This study examined the historical background of the concept of maternal and
child health based on articles in the “ Aiiku” magazine and the “ Aiiku newspaper,” published by
the Imperial Gift Foundation Aiikukai - a maternal and child health organization established in
1934. The results indicated that the concept of maternal and child health advocated by Aiikukai
emphasizes scientific child-rearing against the backdrop of new science and technology. Aiikukai’ s
aim is to reduce the infant mortality rate higher than in Western countries by improving parenting
skills and disseminating knowledge about proper parenting based on scientific evidence. This study
also demonstrated that Aiikukai succeeded in reducing infant mortality by promoting the concept of

maternal and child health through educating nurses and public health officials and publishing
parenting books.
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