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Development of an elderly dementia patient support system through the linkage of
nursing and the police

OYAMA, Hitoshi
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Police officers were interviewed on the actual conditions of the handling of

elderly dementia patients. The results of these interviews clarified the measures for handling the
frequent searches performed for missing persons, thefts and crime reports, suspicious deaths,
trouble within families and neighborhoods, consultations with the dementia patients themselves and
their families related to issues they were anxious about, irrelevant questioning at the scene, and
driver’ s license cancelations that the relevant individuals would not accept. In addition, the
police officers clarified that issues such as the difficulties in keeping up with incoherent
conversation, of achieving understanding and acceptance, judging the impossibility of continuing to
live in the area, determining judgment and understanding, understanding conditions and
circumstances, and of seeking nursing care are aspects of handling elderly dementia patients with
which they have trouble.
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