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This study examines translation project in the early twentieth century

Mongolia, especially focusing on the role of translations in compiling national history. So-called
Mongolian chronicles, the history of Chinggis Khan' s royal family, had been written before
twentieth century. However, after the declaration of independence of 1911, more fact-based history
was needed for Mongolia to justify national independence by using translations of Chinese and Manchu

books. In this history, Chinese term “ Hu” , which was originally disparaging term and did not mean

a particular ethnicity, was replaced as “ Mongol” . It enabled to include Xiongnu or Turks, which
were called “ Hu” in Chinese as well, in Mongolian history, thereby the range of Mongolian history

became older and wider.
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