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Jain Hagiography and Raso literature; in transgression of literary language from
Middle Indo-Aryan to New Indo-Aryan
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It is still not clear how the Literature of Middle Indo-Aryan languages
(MIA) affected the formation of the Literature of New Indo-Aryan languages (NIA). Jains composed
numerous hagiographical works in the Prakrit or Apabhramsa languages (MIA) for centuries. They
adopted the Raso style mainly for writing their hagiography from the 12th century in Old Gujarati
language (NIA). The Raso literature became famous particularly as the style for heroic tales of
Rajput kings from the 14th century to the 16th century.
This research planned to clarify the relationship between the two kinds of literature. We have
studied four points, the classification of the early Raso Literature, the historical change of the
story of Neminatha, Rama and Krishna in the Jain hagiographical literature and the Raso literature
about Jain holy places.
As a result of these researches, we suggested that the Neminatha story played a critical role in the

expansion of early Raso literature.
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