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Wen chen-ming research: the formation and establishment of the lineage as a
literati painter
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Wen cheng-ming (1470 1559) was a literati painter active in Suzhou in the
15th and 16th centuries. From his youth, he admired painters from antiquity, and he established his
own painting style by mimicking ancient painters’ brushwork and coloration. In this study, | have
carefully examined paintings and literary sources and confirmed the major influence that his
teacher, Shen chou (1427 1509), had on his painting style, as well as his attitude toward creating
art. Furthermore, 1 presented several examples of the creative approach that valued painters from
earlier eras, which was gaining ground not only in China but also in Japan, where it had been
inherited and shared. Thus, I have further clarified Wen cheng-ming’ s importance in East Asian art
history.
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