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The representation of children in the contemporary black diasporic fictions
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This study has examined the complex role of the black child protagonists who
emerge so prominently in contemporary black diasporic fictions published from the 1970s to the
early 21st century. In literatures published after mid-1960s when former European colonies achieved
independence and African Americans successfully won Civil Rights, African and African American
authors mobilized the figure of children as active agents that address the various issues of their
national or cultural identities. Through the vigorous investigation of the four primary texts, this
study has discovered that the black male and female children in these novels feature “
palimpsestically” to restore memories and histories of their ancestors. In the context of the
necro-political turn of contemporary world, their palimpsestic memories serve as great resources for
them to use in order to survive, resist, and even execute revenge.
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