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The choice of demonstraive forms and coordination of the addressee’s attention
in the process of the establishment of joint attention

Hirata, Miki
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Referential practice where participants refer to a referent using

surrounding physical information has been well investigated along with the development of analytical
technologies and theoretical frameworks for analysis of interaction. In performing referential
practice, the most frequently-used and important linguistic expression is the demonstrative. In
recent studies, it is assumed that the most basic function of demonstratives is to coordinate the
joint attentional focus for communication. In a related vein, this study analyzed the use of
Japanese demonstratives in the process of establishing joint attention between interlocutors in
spontaneous interaction. Specifically, I focused on the role the qualitative features of
demonstratives play in this process and show how speakers select them in order to minimize
imposition on addressees based on the status of their attention.
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08 2: bH—
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