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A usage-based approach to the use and acquisition of lexicon and grammatical
constructions

Suzuki, Yoko
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From a usage-based approach, this study has explored the process of
children’ s learning of lexical and syntactic knowledge of verbs. Analyzing spontaneous speech data
of children and their caregivers, | examined the frequency of verb forms in the data and described
the process of development for each verb. The study also includes the analysis of children’ s
overextension errors and the discussion of how the development of lexical and syntactic knowledge
are interacted. The data shows that verb forms have an asymmetrical distribution, and that the
distribution is significant in the process of children’ s language development.
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