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The ﬂurﬁose of this study is to show that Japanese has “ split
intransitivity (Split-S)” : which means that the subjects of active intransitive verbs and inactive
intransitive verbs behave in different ways. Previous studies have proposed that there is “ no
evidence that Split-S exists in Japanese,” and this was a widely accepted theory for many years.

However, | examined the case alignment of Japanese dialects, and showed that some dialects,
especially in Kyushu, do show “ split intransitivity.” Moreover, this study found that the
phenomenon in Kyushu dialects is a new type of case alignment from the viewpoint of typology.
Generally, Split-S of case alignment is a two marking system. However, the Split-S in Kyushu
dialects is a three marking system. This study not only causes us to rethink the notion that Split-S

does not exists in Japanese, but also provides important data for general linguistics.
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