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A Syntactic Approach to the Development of Transitive Expletive Constructions
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This study aims to account for the development of expletive constructions
in the history of English, by postulating the cartographic approach proposed by Nawata (2016) and
the labeling algorithms proposed by Chomsky §2013 .

It is argued that the loss of verbal plural number morpheme -en in the latter half of the
fourteenth century caused Fin to get an obligatory EPP-feature and, with the analogy to Fin, T to
get an optional EPP-feature, which in turn led to the appearance of transitive expletive
constructions and unergative expletive constructions. It is explained that the (un)grammaticality
of transitive expletive constructions and unergative expletive constructions is due to the (im)
possibility of the labeling, not the (im)possibility of the nominative checking in the TP domain,
proposed by some previous studies. Then, the loss of transitive expletive constructions in the
sixteenth century is shown to be that of T-to-Fin movement and V2 word order.



o

@

®

Vv*P

(2013)

V*P

DP

there

o

@

(2013)

DP “
DP VP
DP
vP
DP
there

14

Chomsky

DP

Chomsky

®

(¢)) 3
The Penn Helsinki Parsed
Corpus of Middle English, Second edition
(PPCME2) The Penn-Helsinki
Parsed Corpus of Early Modern English
(PPCEME) The Penn Parsed
Corpus of Modern British English (PPCMBE)
The

Collins Wordbanks Online (Collins)

there
@
Chomsky (2013)
(2016)
(€)
@
DP VP
There shall come a lamb out of
Winchester DP vP
vP
DP v* v*P
DP \Y vP
@

(2016)



Chomsky
(2013)
there
14 TopP 14
16 FinP 16
TP
EPP
14 Top
14 16 Fin
16 T
14 16
T
EPP
EPP Fin
EPP T
14
16
T
EPP 14
16
2
16
14

[Forcer Force [TopP there [Topp [Top shall]
[FinP Fin [TP T [vp v [vp [v be] [or no

man]]11111]

*[ForceP Force [Topp there [TopP [Top shall]
[FinP Fin [TP T [2P [DP no man] [v*P v* [P

[v say] [or that]]]11111]

*[ForceP Force [Topp there [TopP [Top can]
[FinP Fin [TP T [2P [DP no man] [v*P v* [P

[v pass]]11111111

14 16
[Forcer Force [TopP Top [FinP there [FinP
[Fin shall] [T T [vp v [vp [v be] [oP no

man]]11111]

[Forcer Force [TopP Top [FinP there [FinP
[Fin shall] [Tp [DP no man;] [TP T [vP v [P

[v be] [or £]1111111]

[Forcer Force [TopP Top [FinP there [FinP
[Fin shall] [tp [op no man;] [TP T [v*P [DP

;] [v-e v* [ [v say] [op that]]1111111]

[Forcer Force [TopP Top [FinP there [FinP
[Fin can] [Tp [oP no man;] [TP T [v*P [oP £;]

[ v* [v [v pass]]]111111]
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[Forcer Force [Topp Top [FinP Fin [Tp [DP
there] [1p [T shall] [vp v [vp [v come] [oP

scoffers]1111111

*[ForceP Force [Topp Top [FinP Fin [TP there
[Tp [T shall] [v*P [DP no man] [v*P v* [vpP

[v say] [or that]]111111]

*[ForceP Force [Topp Top [FinP Fin [TP there
[T [T can] [v*P [DP no man] [v*P v* [vp [V

pass]]111111]
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