(®)
2016 2019

The Effects of Background Noise on Japanese EFL Learners® Listening
Comprehension

Fujita, Ryoko

1,800,000

The present research examined the effects of background noise on Japanese
EFL learners’ [listening comprehension. The present study focused on the degree of noise and
sentence predictability using quantitative and qualitative methods. A longitudinal study was also
conducted. The findings suggested that the effects of contextual information on the participants
listening comprehension varied depending on the noise level. In the extreme noise condition, the
scores on the listening test were the lowest under this condition and also, the use of context
information was not observed. The participants used the context information successfully and most
frequently when the noise level was moderate. It was also found that the tolerance level for noise
varied among the participants. The longitudinal study suggested that the effects of listening
instructions using materials with noise on students’ listening skills did not differ from those
using materials without noise.
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