(®)
2016 2019

A Research on the Effects of English Language Learning Support Sessions with
International Student Mentors
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This research assesses the effectiveness of an English language-learning
support program in which Japanese university students were paired up with English-speaking
international student-mentors to participate together in eight 90-minute learning sessions. The data

collected for the research include short essays written by the learners, their answers to a
qguestionnaire, written records from the learners and mentors on each session, and voice recordings
of the sessions. The findings indicate that the program stimulated the learners®™ interest in other
cultures and motivated them to grasp English. Feedback from their mentors also facilitated the
learners®language acquisition. Negotiations for meaning during conversations with the mentors helped
the learners develop grammar and vocabulary. Finally, the mentors seemed to become aware of the
usefulness of negotiating meaning and began incorporating this concept in their conversations to
improve the effectiveness of the sessions.
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