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i This study investigated the inference generation in Japanese English as a
foreign language (EFL) learners’ reading comprehension. Data during reading were collected from
English native speakers and Japanese EFL learners and compared regarding processing times and

inference generation. The results showed that Japanese EFL learners had difficulty generating
inferences during reading and processed reading texts slower than English native speakers. Moreover,
it is suggested that Japanese EFL learners did not always identify the necessity information

related to inference generation and they tried to understand more general text information, which is
not directly related to inferences, for their better understanding.
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L YNS'S George was a senior in high school and was in the process of applying to
college. During this time, he realized he needed to participate in some
after-school activities before he graduated.
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George had always been outgoing and loved
to talk and perform in front of people. When
a teacher would assign an oral report, he
would get excited. On the day of an oral
report, he would be the first to volunteer to

He had always been shy and hated speaking
in front of strangers. When a teacher would
assign an oral report, he would become sick
to his stomach. On the day of a report,
George would often get sick and would have

to leave school.

present his report.
AL

His high school offered many different after school activities. The school was announcing
auditions for the spring play.

High-related | George tried out to play the lead role.
Target ; -
Low-related George tried out to play a minor role.
Spillover He was cast in one of the best roles.
The practice performances were to begin the next day. George picked up
T 17 | his script and began to study that night. He wanted to be the best actor
anyone had ever seen.
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His high school offered | His high school offered many different after school activities.
many different after | He decided to join the band as one of his activities. He also
school activities. The | became a member of the yearbook staff. He decided to check
school was announcing | the activities notice board for a few more ideas. He first noticed
auditions for the spring | an announcement for wrestling tryouts and then he noticed a
play. colorful poster. It was announcing auditions for the spring play.
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