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Investigating how Japanese EFL learners learn and use English grammatical items
based on various types of data
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The purpose of this study is to verif% whether average junior and senior
high school students in Japan are exposed to those settings where the use of grammar is meaningfully
incorporated at an appropriate frequency. For this purpose, | created a corpus of almost all
government-authorized English textbooks used in junior and senior high schools (grades 7-12),
divided the data into skill- and subject-specific sub-corpora, and compiled a frequency table of
grammatical items that average students learn at school. | also analyzed the frequencies of the
grammatical items in written and spoken learner corpora and native speakers®™ data. The resulting
data revealed how typical Japanese EFL learners learn and use grammatical items, and clarified those
items considered to be inadequate in the current standard learning through textbooks.
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