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From the middle of the 18 century to the first half of the 19 century, the
monetary system that used both silver and copper coins in China became unstable and shook the
governance of the Qing dynasty. The purpose of this study is to examine the transition of the copper

coins supply policy of the Qing dynasty in this period from the viewpoint of finance.The following
facts were clarified by this study.

In the latter half of Qianlong (1736 -1795), the production cost of copper rose in Yunnan, and the
large amount of silver paid by the provincial government in advance to the copper mine became
uncollectible. The provincial government tried to increase the purchase price by additional casting
of copper coins to gain profit, but the supply of copper to Beijing and other provinces was given
priority by the order of the central Qing dynasty, and the solution of the problem was hindered.
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