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The system of governance established in the Russian Empire at the end of the
18th and first half of the 19th century, which was based on the administration of religious
affairs, was reflected in the Russian Empire®s "Civil Code." The legal provisions for marriage were
organized in relation to religion and confession. Muslims got into marriage alliances in accordance
with the articles that governed non-Christians® marriages. The legal system of Muslim marriages and
divorces comprised laws, including the articles and circulars of the Orenburg Muslim Spiritual
(Ecclesiastical) Assembly, which was the administrative organ for Muslim religious affairs.
Marriages and divorces were carried out in accordance with norms, which were derived mainly from
Islamic law. To a certain extent, various aspects of the laws" application can be acquired from the
Muslim parish registers.
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Werth, Paul W., The Tsar’s Foreign Faiths: Toleration and the Fate of Religious Freedom in
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Garipova, Rozaliya, “Between Imperial Law and Islamic Law: Muslim Subjects and the
Legality of Remarriage in Nineteenth-century Russia,” Paolo Sartori and Danielle Ross (eds.)
Shari‘a in the Russian Empire: The Reach and Limits of Islamic Law in Central Eurasia,
1550-1917, Edinburgh U. P., 2020, pp. 156-182.
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“ My Autobiography” by Hasan “Ata" Gabashi in 1928: “Ulama® and Soviet Power
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