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A diachronic and interregional approach to characterizing Kofun-period pottery

NAKAKUBO, Tatsuo

2,700,000

This research was conducted in order to clarify the characteristics of

Kofun-period (mid-3rd century to 7th century AD) pottery, which, albeit being essential to
archaeological inquiry, has not received sufficient comprehensive treatment. The approach of this
research was to conduct analyses that cut across divisions of temporal phase, region, and style.
The major areas clarified by this research include the widespread commonality seen across the
Japanese archipelago in haji and sue ritual pottery and sue storage vessels and stylistic innovation
seen in ritual pottery aligning with internal and external political change. This widespread
commonality and innovation allowed for the maintenance and expansion of center-periphery relations.
Additionally, through an analysis of feasts, it was suggested that the Kofun period offered an
illuminating case study for comparison with other regions throughout the world.
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Bray, T.L. (ed.) 2003. The archaeology and politics of
food and feasting in early states and empires. Springer.
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Pottery of the Kofun Period: Measuring pottery and reconstructing ancient history

Special Workshop on Archaeological Approaches to Ancient pottery
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