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A Comparative Archaeology to Elucidate the Diverse Backgrounds of the Emergence
of Pottery in East Asia
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Some of the earliest pottery to have ever been found has been unearthed on
the Japanese archipelago and lower Amur river basin. These are important regions for studies on the
human responses to paleoenvironmental changes in the transition from the Pleistocene era to the
beginning of Holocene era. This study examines the human behavior determined from the artifacts
found in the Incipient Jomon (Japan) and the Oshipovka culture complex (Far eastern Russia). In
particular, it shares the results of a joint Japanese-Russian research project at the four Oshipovka

culture sites (Goncharka 1 site, Novotroitskoe 10 site, and the Oshinovaya Rechika 10 and 12
sites). This study expands our understanding of substantial human changes during the terminal
Pleistocene to early Holocene eras. Moreover, it also depicts human behavior and activities that are

highly correlated with the concomitant paleoenvironmental changes which transpired during this
time.
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