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This is an empirical research on how an environmental regulation is
interpreted, negotiated, and implemented at the regulatory front line. Given the ambiguity and
indeterminacy of law, the meaning of law is constructed through social interactions among relevant
actors, including regulators, businesses®™ compliance staff and production staff. Based on interviews

and a survey to workers in businesses® compliance divisions and interviews with frontline
regulators, this research argues that positions, expertise, and autonomy of the compliance divisions
influence what is deemed as regulatory compliance inside the business entities.
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