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The main result of the project is to identify age differences in issue
salience related to government programs through a national electoral survey conducted at every
national election in Japan for more than forty years. The analysis demonstrates that elder voters in

Japan have exhibited greater and more-consistent attention to welfare-related issues than young
voters have when making voting choices during the study period; moreover, the gap between these
groups has grown in recent years. The results explain why the interests of the elderly have been
more likely to prevail, at least in Japan. The paper based on the research is under review but has
not yet been accepted for publication by an academic journal. However, the latest working paper has
been uploaded to SSRN, an open-access repository cite.
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Michio Umeda (2017). “Party Mobilization Gap under the Uneven Electoral System of the
Japanese Upper House”. Presented at the 75th Annual MPSA Conference, 6 April 2017,
Chicago IL. USA.
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FIGURE 1. COEFFICIENT PLOT OF THE AGE EFFECT
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Note: 40s and 1993 as Reference. A unit of Election Year is twenty years.

FIGURE 2. THE EFFECT OF THE DISTRICT MAGNITUDE ON PARTY CONTACTS (REF. SMD)
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