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i i This research project tries to understand the relationship between the HOA
in the gated community and the municipality in the U.S. By so doing, it tries to identify the

underlying reasons of the increasing trend of gated communities in U.S. After series of document
analysis and field survey in California, it is found that there are incentives for local government

(municipality) to guide and build the gated community in its jurisdictions. Within a gated
community, road maintenance, peace and order, park and other urban amenities and services that had

been traditionally provided by the local government are provided by the HOA instead. As a result,
the local government can enjoy smaller responsibility and put resources to other areas.
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