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Imperial Germany and German colonies in the Pacific
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This research analyses the history of German New Guinea and Samoa under the
control of the German Reich (1871-1918), with a special focus on the ethnic classification and
administration of residents. The research also examines the influence that the experience of the
colonial rule of Germany had on the Japanese scholars of colonial policies. Special attention will
be paid to Governor-General of Samoa, German Minister of Colonial Affairs, Minister of Foreign
Affairs, and Ambassador to Japan, Wilhelm Solf, who had extensive contacts within Japanese academics

of colonial policy studies.
The ultimate objective of this research is to investigate the relation between German and Japanese
colonialism, and to provide a comparative perspective that would contribute to the reexamination of
Japanese colonial studies.
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