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This research is_considered to have produced two insights concerning the
strategic use of referendums in EU negotiations. First, it revealed that there are three main ways
of using a referendum in negotiations inside the EU; (1)pledging referendums, (2)promising not to
hold a referendum, and (3)protesting EU decisions. Second, it was found that the EU has developed a
shared belongings and a sense of friendship among various actors involved in the EU, and under such
an environment, when promising not holding a referendum, it is most likely to produce an expected
effect as a negotiation tactic. On the other hand, this research also suggests that the tactic in
which actors try to obtain concessions in their favor by pledging a referendum is less likely to be

effective, since the use of the tactics is widely seen to be unacceptable in the eyes of other
actors in the EU.
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