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The success of punishment institutions with non-deterrent sanctions: An
experimental study on feedback effects
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We attempt to investigate why subjects contribute to the public good in
linear public goods game with random re-matching (stranger matching). Some previous experimental
studies mentioned that contributions in stranger treatment was driven by several motives. However,
there is no consensus in terms of evidence supporting the motivations for contributions.

To capture the subjects’ motivations, we apply a coding scheme. Integrating this coding methodology
and behavioural data revealed that full contributions are the result of two motives. One is the

conditional cooperation motive to achieve the socially optimal outcome. The other is the motive to
lead the other group member to contribute all of their endowment in the following periods by

signalling one’ s own act. The study further reveals that the two identified motives play a key role
in driving cooperative behaviour, and that other motives (such as confusion and altruism) play a

minor role.
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