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In this research, I examined new liberalism in interwar Japan through the

magazine, The New Liberalism. The idea of new liberalism in Japan occurred in the late 1920s. It was
influenced by Britain’ s new liberalism. By analyzing the magazine, this research revealed the
distinctive features of new liberalism in Japan and the limitations of the movement.

In the first year, | presented some important characteristics of the magazine. | focused on economic
reforms that they tried to achieve. 1 also examined how members of the association reacted to the
Manchurian Incident. Finally, | pointed out four reasons why new liberalism faded out in the
mid-1930s. In the second year, | investigated from which intellectuals Japanese new liberals took
their theoretical framework. Moreover, | pointed out the subjects which they discussed in the early
issues that 1 newly found. Finally, 1 compared new liberals with other Japanese liberals of the same
period to identify their characteristics.
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