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Panel Data Analysis on Healthcare Inequality
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Our panel data analysis on the basis of Japan Household Panel Survey (JHPS)

gives the following results: though the healthcare expenditure of the lowest income class (under 3
million yen) is below the needs, that of the highest income class (above 9 million yen) is far above
the needs. In addition, Inequality is more severe for the retired generation than the working
generation. In the depression from 2009 to 2011, the healthcare inequality among the working
generation became large because even the middle-income class did not pay above the needs. We find
that healthcare inequality is countercyclical for the working generation (and not for the retired
generation). These results are important evidences to evaluate the current Japanese healthcare
policy including upper bound of high-cost healthcare expenses.
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