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This study examines the historical characteristics of early childhood
educator training in Japan from a comparative educational historical perspective by examining the
influence of the development and practice of American early childhood educator training curriculum
on that in Japan. As a result, it became clear that while prewar Japanese early childhood educator
training was greatly influenced by the U.S. curriculum, it had different aspects, and that this led
to universal issues in the training of early childhood educator that are also seen in contemporary
Japan. Compared to the U.S., the underlying problems in Japanese early childhood educator training
are a lack of awareness that childcare is a profession and inadequate teacher training with a view
to cooperation between kindergartens and elementary schools. In order to improve the quality of
early childhood education, it will be necessary to reform the training of early childhood educator

with this in mind.
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