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The purpose of this study is to examine the dynamics of the transition of
international students in Malaysia from education to work and migration, with the view that higher
egucation institutions in Malaysia are proactive actors that actively promote crossborder higher
education.

Malaysian universities have a particular approach for accepting international students, that is,

building a partnership between developing countries and promoting a mutual understanding based on
Islam, emphasizing the importance of the degree itself as well as the qualifications or contents of

education, and the high contribution toward other developing countries as a transit point.

Patterns are revealed that have a strong relationship with the motivation and background of choosing
a study destination, as well as experience while staying and studying, meaning it is not limited to
a “ stay-or-return-home” binary framework or process of obtaining permanent residency.
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