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This research investigates institutional restrictions on the teaching and

learning of probability from two viewpoints. One is the character of knowledge-to-be-taught, and the
other is the teachers’ professional responsibility. These perspectives are two genres of the
factors or conditions on the difficulty of the learning of probability. In this research, different

restrictions have been identified in both genres. The restrictions can be summarized as follows.
1. At the levels of relatively large contents like domain and sector, some properties of
knowledge-to-be-taught about probability—for example, in the domain, randomizers like dice or coin
cannot be regarded as a “ legitimate” mathematical tools—can be obstacles.

2. Intervention to knowledge-to-be-taught of such sizes is not included in the teachers

professional tasks. As a result, the obstacles cannot be overcome in mathematics classrooms.

(para-didactic)
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