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Why did the El Nino prediction fail in summer 2014?
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In this study, the false alarm of 2014 El Nino is examined using the
SINTEX-F2 seasonal prediction system. It is found that resolving the high-frequency zonal wind
variability over the western tropical Pacific, including the strong easterly wind bursts in
June-July 2014, is a key for correct prediction. To capture individual high-frequency wind events
beyond the synoptic weather time-scales is a challenge by use of the current prediction model.
However, by synthetically incorporating the stochastic forcing like easterly wind bursts into the
prediction system, we have successfully kept the 2014 El Nino prediction within the expected
uncertainty.
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