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Highly Efficient Transformation of Oxime Esters into alpha-Oxygenated Imines by
Metal Complexation
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The reaction of 2-acetylpyridine oxime acetate with [Cp*IrCIZA_(Qp* =n
5-C5Me5) at room temperature afforded the a -acetoxy imine complex selectively. In addition, similar

reactions with oxime carbonate and oxime sulfonate proceeded smoothly to give the corresponding a
-oxygenated imine complexes. In the present reaction, coordination of the Imino nitrogen of oxime

esters to iridium is considered to promote tautomerization between oxime esters and N-oxyenamines,
leading to the subsequent rearrangement to provide the o -oxygenated imine complexes.
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