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This study examines the activities of community-based fisheries (CFi) in

Tonle Sap Lake, Cambodia, and the impact of external support organizations on their activities. The
presence of CFi protected areas and the frequency of monitoring fishing grounds differed among the
nine CFi in Pursat province, depending on the presence or absence of external support. In addition
to fisheries-related activities, other activities supported by the external organizations included
agriculture, animal husbandry, aquaculture, tree planting, firefighting in flooded forests,
environmental awareness activities, and microfinance. Most of the external support was temporary and
not a permanent source of funding, requiring each CFi to be financially self-sufficient. Although
the design of the CFi differed from that of the original establishment, they were recipients of
external funding and functioned as organizations that supported environmental conservation and
improved the livelihoods of local people.
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