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The role of spinal dorsal horn astrocytes in sensory information processing
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Astrocytes in the spinal dorsal horn (SDH) have an important role in the
maintenance of neuropathic pain after peripheral nerve injury. However, under normal condition,
little is known about how much SDH astrocytes actively influence sensory information processing in
vivo. In this study, we established the selective activation of SDH astrocytes in vivo and clarified

their role of modulating innocuous mechanical information processing. Furthermore, we found that
SDH astrocytes sensitized light mechanical information after peripheral noxious stimuli.
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