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Ecology of human polyomaviruses residing in the skin: Exploration of its
relationship with cutaneous diseases

Hashida, Yumiko
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The human skin, which functions as the barrier between the body and outside
environment, is inhabited by diverse microorganisms. In this study, we focused on the skin virome
and explored the relationship between infection status of viruses residing in the skin and cutaneous

diseases. This study provides the first data on age-specific prevalence and infection levels of
some human polyomaviruses, including Merkel cell polyomavirus, human polyomavirus 6 and human
polyomavirus 7, in the skin of healthy individuals as well as the skins of patients with skin
cancers and patients with inflammatory skin diseases.
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