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Ideas of War in British Economic Thought in the Eighteenth Century
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The present research has revealed the relationship between historical
thought, ideas on war, economic thinking advanced by Burke, Smith and others. Burke was highly
critical of religious wars in Europe in the previous centuries and wished to prevent similar
catastrophic events in his age. He also aimed to establish political stability and promote religious

toleration in his age. This attitude towards society should be regarded as a version of the
Enlightenment thought in the eighteenth century. Burke®s economic thought should be considered as an
expression of this type of thought in the early modern period.
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