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Development of a framework for conservation effectiveness evaluation on
protected areas and identification of social attributes for improving
conservation outcome
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Protected areas are the crux of biodiversity conservation when managed
effectively. Focusing on threatened plants, this project evaluated conservation effectiveness of
national and quasi-national natural parks, the core protected area system of Japan, and tried to
identify social attributes of the parks which could effectively enhance the conservation
effectiveness. Focal parks are on average effective in reducing local extinction rate of threatened
plant species, while the effectiveness differ greatly among the parks. Although multiple social
attributes of the parks are considered, neither of the collected attribute was significantly
associated with the conservation effectiveness.
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