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This project shows how "international relations” as we know it todaﬁ could
have been practiced differently by examining how contemporary East Asian state behavior might have
been shaped by pre-19 century regional norms. It finds that alternatives to the Western dominated
international system are available, although they are not without their problems. This three-year

project has produced four book chapters, two book reviews, and one journal article, all by
internationally renowned publishers.



The study of International Relations (IR) has been dominated by the Westphalian state
paradigm ever sinceits birth asadiscipline. In the past decade, an increasing number of
IR scholars have begun to reflect on not only this analytical obsession with sovereign
states but also the subsequent practice of knowledge production in IR that privileges
Western experiences and worldview (asif they were readily applicable for
understanding regional dynamicsin other parts of the world). These reflections point to
such important questions as. Why has IR developed in the way it has, e.g. dominated by
Western theory at the expense of other geocultural sites’ voices and concerns? What are
the implications of therise of Asia, Chinain particular, for IR as adiscipline? What are
the distinctive features in Asia’s international relations for IR theorizing, if any?

Does the emerging “post-Western” turn in IR merely indicate a wishful thinking of
some idealistic scholars who are too detached from the state-centric policy world? Can
non-Westphalian norms and institutions ever influence foreign policy behavior in a
supposedly Westphalian international system? If so, how? This research examines the
conditions under which Confucian norms associated with the historical tribute system
could become efficacious in shaping state behavior in contemporary East Asia. Western
norm diffusion to the “non-West,” this project suggests, entails non-linear processes of
negotiations that involve local actors’ agency informed by pre-existing norms.

To explore the conditions under which non-Westphalian norms could become
efficacious in shaping state behavior in a region that has been socialized into the
Westphalian society of states over a century, this three-stage research project will
employ the technique of discourse analysis to investigate how core Confucian norms
associated with the pre-20th century Sino-centric tribute system could inform relevant
actors’ strategic behavior in three representative case studies: (1) The ROK’s belated
recognition of the PRC and derecognition of the ROC, which resembles Korea’s past
difficulty in facing the epicenter’s “regime change” in the 17th century. (2) The
improvement of PRC-Taiwan relations since 2008 following Taipei’s acceptance of its
secondary status, which resembles China’s hierarchical relations with its tributaries. (3)
Taiwan’s extensive relations with the U.S. and the PRC, which resembles the
Japan-China-Ryukyu triangle.

Overdl the course of research, the Principal Investigator realized that his
(conventional) constructivist research design and case selection is flawed
(anachronistic and still Eurocentric). The project took a postcolonia turn and produced
four book chapters, two book reviews and a journa article was accepted in February
2019, dl by internationally renowned publishers.
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