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This research project explores the formation of Palauan English and the
obsolescence of Palauan Japanese over time by reinvestigating the same speech communities two
decades after my initial research. In recent years, variationist sociolinguists have increasinglx
conducted real-time studies of language change in monolingual communities. Given the rarity of this
approach in the study of both language obsolescence and the formation of new varieties, this
research project was methodologically motivated to fill a gap by reassessing the dying colonial
Japanese variety and a newly emerging English variety in Palau. Another aim of the project is to
strengthen foundational research on Micronesian Englishes by describing the history of their
emergence and their linguistic characteristics that reflect diverse substrate languages across the
region.
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